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PARTA 


1. ‘Part of the problem with Bentham’s system is that there seems to be something 
implausible about assigning cardinal values to psychological states.’ (Topic Notes, Topic 
One, p.11.) Discuss. 


2. There is a lot of evidence that real people frequently behave in disaccord with expected 
utility theory. 


Should we abandon the theory because of this negative evidence? 


PART B 


3. ‘Kant’s notion of practical rationality identifies reason with universalisability.’ (Topic 
Notes, Topic Two, p.1.) Discuss. 


4. ‘Universality is not the same as uniformity: the universalisability criterion may offer 
reasons for rejecting some principles, [...] but it does not prescribe ethical or cultural 
uniformity.’ (Onora O'Neill, ‘Kantian Universalism in a Culturally Diverse World’, BBC May 1999) 
Discuss. 


PART C 


5. Why is the concept of Nash equilibrium important for Game Theory? 


6. ‘A group of people facing a social dilemma may completely understand the situation, 
may appreciate how each of their actions contribute to a disastrous outcome, and still be 
unable to do anything about it.’ (Peter Kollock , ‘Social Dilemmas: The Anatomy of Cooperation’, 
Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 24 (1998), pp. 184-185) 


Do you think that Peter Kollock’s characterisation applies to real-life PD-situations? 
Discuss. 
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